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Republican, Demo Platforms 
Have Church-State Interest 


Most of the church-state interest in the party platforms centers in the sec- 
tion on Education. The Republican platform calls for “support” for con- 
struction of elementary and high schools, but does not specify whether the 
support is to be in the form of grants or loans. Neither does it make clear 


whether the support is to go just to 
public schools only or to church 
schools as well. The reference to 
“school districts” may indicate pub- 
lic schools only, but this is not further 
clarified. 

The college housing loans proposed 
are merely a continuation of the 
present program. The proposed ex- 
tension of the grants for graduate 
fellowships contains no exclusion of 
clergy and of religious studies. Wider 
clergy training at government expense 
could be expected. The Republicans 
are on record here as opposed to 
grants for teachers’ salaries in any 
schools. 

Of more than passing interest is 
the proposal to double the number of 
immigrants to be admitted to the 
United States each year. 

The Democratic platform proposes 
a vague, grandiose program of “loans 
and scholarship grants” for “qualified 
young Americans” to assure their col- 
lege education. There is no proviso 
stipulating that such grants shall be 
made according to merit. The grants 
would of course be returnable in a 
sectarian college as in any other. 


, 


Democrats Promise More 


The Democrats pull out all the 
stops for Federal aid to schools, of- 
fering “generous Federal financial 
support .. . to states for educational 
purposes they deem most pressing, 
including classroom construction and 
teachers’ salaries.” It is stipulated 
that the aid for construction will go 
for classrooms as well as dormitories. 
This represents an expansion of the 
program now in effect. The present 
program provides loans for dormi- 
tories; the Democratic program pro- 
vides grants for all types of buildings. 
(Continued on page 4) 





Religious Teaching Continues 


In Plymouth, Ohio School 


Undisturbed by rulings of the 
United States Supreme Court and a 
warning by Ohio attorney general 
Mark McElroy, religious instruction 
given on school time in classrooms of 
the Plymouth, Ohio elementary 
schools will be continued during the 
coming year. As a result of questions 
about the program, it had been re- 
ferred to the attorney general for a 
ruling. Following the decisions of the 
high court in the McCollum and 
Zorach cases, he gave an opinion that 
religion taught during the school day 
in the public schools is not constitu- 
tional. 

Rev. Robert F. Hall, pastor of the 
Plymouth Evangelical Lutheran 
Church thereupon asked the school 
board to consider an alternate plan. 
Under this plan students would be re- 
leased on request of their parents for 
classes in the churches, then returned 
to the school. The school board agreed 
to consider the plan and Supt. M. J. 
Coon was designated to check with 
the state board of education and with 
local school authorities as to the 
feasibility of the released time ar- 
rangement. The local board indicated 
it would accept the alternate plan if 
school authorities agreed. 

“We know the handwriting is on 
the wall,” Mr. Hall told the board, 
“and that is why we are offering this 
plan.” 

Rev. Irving M. Farnsworth, pastor 
of Plymouth and Shiloh Methodist 
Churches, said both his congregations 
were back of the present plan which 
was instituted several years ago by 
the Northern Richland County Coun- 
cil of Christian Education. 





Hays Kans. Hybrid Schools 
Attract National Interest 


An “emergency situation” which 
developed nearly two decades ago in 
Hays, Kansas, resulted in a Roman 
Catholic school system paid for by 
the public, which persists to the pres- 
ent day. A special, on-the-spot report 
by Paul Blanshard, appeared in Pres- 
byterian Life, July 15 issue. 

St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic 
Church of Hays had plunged into an 
ambitious building program which its 
congregation could not carry. Faced 
with foreclosure on all the church’s 
property, the priest went to the pub- 
lic school board saying: “You must 
help our school or we will have to 
close it.” This was in 1941. 

The school board undertook to help 
on a strictly emergency basis. Its 
members voted to rent St. Joseph’s 
school temporarily as a “public 
school” at terms which would enable 
the priest to meet his operational costs 
and carry the debt. Roman Catholic 
nuns were engaged on the priest’s rec- 
ommendation as teachers for the 
school and their salaries were paid 
from public funds. 


Permanent Emergency 


Now, nearly twenty years later, 
the “emergency”’ still persists. Roman 
Catholics on the school board argue 
that any attempt to change the set-up 
would disrupt harmonious relations 
between Protestants and Catholics. 
Besides, they argue, the hybrid school 
is “saving the taxpayers money.” 
There have been hints, too, that if 
Protestant members of the board ever 
expect to pass a bond issue for pub- 
lic school expansion, they had better 
go on paying for the Catholic school. 

Pleased with the success of their 
maneuver, Roman Catholic authorities 
have now followed it up with another. 
Instead of disassociating their school 
from public support, they have pro- 
jected and partially completed an en- 
tirely new school operation. This will 


(Continued on page 4) 








¢ Editorials 
Evading the Issue 


Nothing in the Presidential cam- 
paign so far has disgusted us so 
much as the tendency of newspaper 
editors and columnists to over-sim- 
plify the church-state issue by de- 
scribing it in terms of personal be- 
lief or personal prejudice. Even the 
august New York Times has declared 
in an editorial: “We prayerfully 
hope these other factors [the factors 
used in assessing the merits of a 
candidate] will not include anybody’s 
religious belief. . . .” 

We also prayerfully hope that per- 
sonal religious belief will not play a 
part in this campaign. But when an 
editor assumes that the American ap- 
prehensions about a Roman Catholic 
President in the White House are con- 
fined to “religious belief” alone, he 
is evading the real issue. It must be 
remembered that a Catholic Presi- 
dent will belong to an organization 
that, everywhere in the world where 
it has the power, demands a partial 
union of church and state, with poli- 
tical treaties or concordats designed 
to protect its privileges, with politi- 
cal ambassadors, with public appro- 
priations for church schools and 
sometimes for the salaries of priests, 
and with official Vatican-supported 
suppression of Protestantism in such 
Catholic countries as Spain and Co- 
lombia. 


The United States Too 


A Catholic President will belong 
to an organization which, even in the 
United States in January, 1960, 
championed an interpretation of the 
Constitution that would utterly de- 
stroy the American wall of separation 
between church and state. The proof 
is in the “correct explanation of the 
First Amendment” quoted in our 
May issue from the Catholic Lawyer. 

Do the editors of the New York 
Times believe that all these political 
and anti-constitutional policies of 
the Catholic hierarchy should be ex- 
cluded from discussion in the cam- 
paign simply because they might be 
part of one candidate’s religious be- 
lief? If so, we suggest that the edi- 
tor’s should read (1) the Catholic 
hierarchy’s attack on the Supreme 
Court for its advocacy of the sep- 
aration of church and state as pub- 
lished in its own columns on Novem- 
ber 21, 1948, and (2) another item 
from its own columns, describing the 
formation of a Catholic Action po- 
litical party in Puerto Rico this year. 
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We have repeatedly praised Sen- 
ator Kennedy for disowning some of 
the policies of his own church. 
Whether he is sufficiently independ- 
ent of his Church’s control to be a 
good President of the United States 
is a matter for each American voter 
to decide for himself. We do not pre- 
sume to tell our members how to 
vote, and we know that many will 
vote Republican and many will vote 
Democratic, and we are sure that, 
however they vote, they will remain 
loyal to the principles that have made 
POAU a vital factor in American 
life. 

But we insist that the issue of po- 
litical Catholicism should be honestly 
faced. It is not any candidate’s per- 
sonal religious faith that is at stake. 
It is the willingness of any Catholic 
President or any Protestant Presi- 
dent to defend the American policy 
of the separation of church and state 
against the world-wide and conflict- 
ing policy of the Roman Catholic 
church. 
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One Is Too Many 


The two bishops of Puerto Rico, 
James Davis of San Juan and James 
McManus of Ponce, have encour- 
aged organization of a Roman Cath- 
olic political party in that territory. 
(September, 1960 Church and State.) 
While Europe has had such hybrid 
creations for generations, this is the 
first on American soil. It is the first 
and we should like to express the 
hope that it will be the last. 

The goals of the new “Christian 
Action” party are about the same 
ones that Catholic Action seeks gen- 
erally. The new group wants an am- 
bassador to the Vatican, church con- 
trol of education, church control of 
censorship, curbs on birth control 
and the like. 

It is not the program which con- 
cerns us here but the means which 
the bishops have chosen to advance 
it. Direct political action has not 
edified the image of the Roman 
Church in Italy or France, or in any 
country that comes to mind. Such 
parties have so often operated to 
serve the purely selfish, institutional 
concerns of the church that the peo- 
ple are repelled. 


Church Parties Divisive 


In a highly pluralistic society like 
that in the United States we feel that 
a Roman Catholic political party 
would be even more unfortunate. The 


comment of Gov. Luis Munoz Marin 
of Puerto Rico is eloquent. He de- 
nounced the Catholic party in that 
territory as an “error that can have 
grave consequences on the tranquility 
of life in Puerto Rico.” This would 
be equally true in the United States. 

What are the chances of a Catho- 
lic political party here? Ave Maria 
in its issue of July 23 warns Cath- 
olics against formation of such a 
party, but does so in a way which 
obliquely encourages them to do that 
very thing! “If my reading is cor- 
rect,” Editor Donald J. Thorman 
ominously writes, “such talk will 
arise in the future, wrapped around 
the aid-to-education controversy.” 
This is a thinly veiled threat to the 
existing parties that they had better 
start voting Catholic schools some 
money or the Catholics will organize 
their own party. 

It is to be hoped that the Catholic 
bishops in the States will be able to 
exhibit more restraint than their col- 
leagues in Puerto Rico. When clerics 
start attempting to herd the faithful 
into religious voting blocs something 
new and nasty will have been added 
to American politics. 

One church political party on 
American soil is too many. 


+ 
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NEWS Jrom Jar and Near 


@ Many U.S. publications including “The New York Times” and 
“Time” carried extensive reports that Pope John XXIII had sub- 
stantially modified his church’s baptism ritual for adult converts so 
as to delete certain phrases that might be offensive to such persons. 
In its issue of Aug. 14 the “Denver Register,” second largest Cath- 
olic circulation in U.S., denied that there was anything to the re- 
port. It quoted a “Congregation of Rites authority” at the Vatican, 
adding that the offensive language was only employed in Europe, 
never in U.S. where the ritual for infants and adults is the same. 

@ All Christian missionaries in Equatoria, South Sudan, have been or- 
dered by the provincial governor to close up bookshops and any other busi- 
ness enterprises they may be operating. The government has announced a 
program for “complete Islamization of the Sudan.” 

@ In any conflict between party discipline and Catholic teaching 
or directives, the latter must take precedence, says “Palestra del 
Clero,” an authoritative Catholic periodical in Rome. “Party disci- 
pline,” said its editorial, “cannot in itself constitute a valid moral 
bond before conscience and God, no matter how much this contra- 
venes the Constitution and the laws.” 

@ The government of the newly independent state of Congo has projected 
a program of universal compulsory education to be effected through a system 
of public schools. The government called for separation of church and state. 

@ Jose L. Feliu Pesquera, a leader of Christian Action, the new 
Roman Catholic party in Puerto Rico, assured a campaign rally that 
if his party wins the forthcoming elections it will set up a church 
censorship program for movies, books and television programs. 

@ Roman Catholic Bishop George A. Beck of Salford, England, has boasted 
that England will be at least one-third Catholic within a generation. Principal 
factor in the achievement, he said, is the high birth rate among Roman Cath- 
olic families. (Roman Catholic priests forbid Catholic married couples to 
practice birth control and many obey the directive). The other source of in- 
crease cited by the bishop was Irish immigration. 

@ On Sunday, July 3, Rev. Francisco Madera, Protestant min- 
ister in Colorado, municipality of Palomino, department of Bolivar, 
Colombia, was ordered by the police to stop conducting worship 
services in private homes in the community. His church had pre- 
viously been padlocked by police. Police acted on orders of the 
Mayor, Sr. Nicolas Ulloque. The notice prohibiting the services 
read: “Protestants are directed to comply with Order No. 315 by 
which Protestant services are prohibited wherever they may be 
held, until such time as the mayor permits them again. The same 
order requires closure of the Protestant school.” 

@ The new French decree assuring state-subsidized salaries to teachers 
in church schools equal to those in public schools, has gone into effect. The 
aid, substantially increased this year, is paid to the parents of the pupil who 
turns it over to the priest. 

@ Protestants of the Evangelical Council of Puerto Rico have 
issued a statement which demands separation of church and state. 
Alarmed at the program of the Catholic Action party, a political 
arm of the Puerto Rican hierarchy, the council which represents 
250,000 Protestants, declared that “the development of events on 
the political scene” made a renewed emphasis on separation of 
church and state necessary. 

@ L’Osservatore Romano has published an encomium which eulogizes the 
performance of two United States bishops, John England and Joseph Rosati, 
in arranging the concordat between the Vatican and Haiti a century ago. The 
concordat bestowed substantial financial grants and official favors upon the 
Roman Catholic Church there. Observers regarded the encomium as a form 
of pressure on the Haitian government to accelerate renewal of the arrange- 
ment with this church. The government has been reluctant to renew because 
of the heavy outlay of tax funds which the agreement requires. 

@ Bishop Juan Niccolai of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Tarija, 
Bolivia, issued a pre-election statement in which he urged Catholics 
to vote in such a way that “the sacred rights of religion and coun- 
try” prevail in the election. 
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NEW CHURCH-STATE BOOKS 

American Culture and Catholic 
Schools, the new book by Emmett 
McLoughlin has now appeared. Pub- 
lished by Lyle Stuart, New York, it is 
available from POAU for $4.95. The 
book contains information about the 
kind of education featured in Cath- 
olic parochial schools. It also contains 
information about many other fea- 
tures of Catholic policy. The unique 
value of this book lies in the fact that 
it is written by a sound, sane, able 
and charitable person—from inside 
information. 

Also of church-state interest is the 
book by Ilion T. Jones, A Protestant 
Speaks His Mind, Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia, $3.95. Chapter I on 
“The Irenic Movement,’ chapter V 
on “Religion in Our American Soci- 
ety,” and chapter VI on “Roman 
Catholics in Public Office” bristle 
with facts and are of especial interest. 

The Connecticut School Bus Law 
and much more is set forth in Theo- 
dore Powell’s book of that title pub- 
lished by Wesleyan University Press, 
Middletown, Conn. at $5. The book 
professes to describe objectively “the 
role of religious groups as a political 
force.” 





METHODISTS SPEAK 


We deplore the continuing efforts by 
sponsors of parochial schools to obtain 
transportation, textbooks and other 
services and support from public tax 
funds. We believe that the furnishing of 
any service, equipment or funds that 
assist a religious sect to maintain a 
separate school is, in effect, a subsidy 
of said sect by the state and therefore 
unconstitutional. 

—Resolution of California-Nevada Annual 


Conference of the Methodist Church, 
Stockton, California, June 14-19, 1960. 








POAU Releases New Film 


“Boycott,” a motion picture dealing 
with the tabooed subject of sectarian 
reprisals against political opponents, is 
slated for October 1 release by POAU. 

Announcing the new film, Organiza- 
tion Dept. Director John C. Mayne said 
POAU planned premiere showings in 
major cities near that date. It will be 
available for public use shortly after, 
he said. 

Set in New England, the story re- 
lives the fight of a man whose family’s 
business and income suffer because he 
upholds the law keeping church and 
state separate. The plot is based on 
documented instances of church-inspired 
boycotts in the U.S., Mr. Mayne said. 

The film is 30 minutes long, in black 
and white, for use with 16 mm. sound 
projectors. Rental is $17.50. Bookings 
may be scheduled through the POAU 
Film Department, 1633 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 

















Lisbon, North Dakota 
Poignant Forecast for U.S. 


The little community of Lisbon in 
southeastern North Dakota has been 
torn in recent weeks by a controversy 
over the use of public funds for a Ro- 
man Catholic school. The controversy 
was precipitated by the actions of 
Father Aloysius O’Donoghue, a local 
priest who persuaded the school board 
to permit public school buses to 
transport pupils to parochial schools. 
Use of public funds and facilities for 
this item in the budget of parochial 
schools is forbidden by the North 
Dakota constitution: “No money 
raised for the support of the public 
schools of the state shall be appropri- 
ated to or used for the support of 
any sectarian school.” 

Despite the law, public buses had 
been providing free transportation to 
the parochial institution. This went 
on until a young Presbyterian minis- 
ter, Rev. Kenneth Abel, representing 
the town’s Protestant ministers’ asso- 
ciation, publicly challenged the prac- 
tice. Mr. Abel has filed a complaint 
with the attorney general which will 
require a ruling. This will settle the 
question until or unless further legal 
action is undertaken. 

Strong support for Mr. Abel came 
from F. J. Froeschle, editor of the 
Ransom County Gazette. He wrote 
in a straight-talk editorial: “If the 
law is wrong, it should be changed, 
but while it is the law, any citizen 
has the right to ask his public officials 
to abide by it.” 


Winking at the Law 


This logic did not appeal to Fr. 
O’ Donoghue who complained that Mr. 
Abel is “stepping outside his sphere. 
It’s not his business. He may have 
another group supporting him from 
the outside—the POAU. We’re wink- 
ing at the law—sure,”’ he added. “But 
the law should be abrogated because 
it’s unjust. It’s penalizing a certain 
group of American citizens.” (Mr. 
Abel, a 1957 graduate of Princeton 
Seminary, promptly denied that 
POAU had anything to do with the 
matter). Also unimpressed with the 
constitutional question were influen- 
tial members of Mr. Abel’s Presby- 
terian congregation who, it was ru- 
mored, were plotting to ask for his 
resignation. (The session had de- 
manded that he withdraw from the 
controversy). Commenting on the 
possibility that fearful parishioners 
might drive him from his pulpit, Mr. 
Abel said that this would make no dif- 
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Church Re-sale Plan Approved 
State-Jesuit Contract Stands 


A Missouri circuit court has sus- 
tained an alleged giveaway of public 
land to St. Louis University, a Jesuit 
institution, in an urban renewal proj- 
ect allegedly conceived for the benefit 
of that institution. The suit supported 
by POAU challenged the re-sale of 
land to St. Louis University, acquired 
by eminent domain and cleared at 
government expense, at a price which 
represented only a fraction of its real 
value. The total loss to the public in 
the re-sale to St. Louis University was 
declared to be in excess of $6,000,000. 

Judge Robert L. Aronson an- 
nounced in his decision that “even as 
church institutions may not be fa- 
vored by the state, at the same time 
they must not be put at a disadvan- 
tage. . . . Its location made St. Louis 
University a potential re-developer. 
If this can be called an advantage, it 
was a legitimate advantage in logic 
and in law. . . . It was simply a pre- 
existing geographical fact.” 

Judge Aronson praised the defend- 
ants declaring that the plaintiffs had 
“failed to demonstrate that any (of 
them) acted arbitrarily, capriciously 
or unreasonably, or showed any pref- 
erence or favoritism. .. . The Author- 
ity dealt with the university in the 
same fair manner in which it dealt 
with all others... .” 

At St. Louis University Father Je- 
rome J. Marchetti, S.J., executive 
vice-president, said that the Univer- 
sity had been going right ahead with 
plans for its expanded campus and 
would continue to do so. 

There was no comment in the press 
or by university officials regarding an 
order issued in June by Archbishop 
Joseph E. Ritter which requires Ro- 
man Catholic youth to attend Cath- 
olic colleges unless they receive a writ- 
ten release from his office. 

Both St. Louis papers, The Post- 
Dispatch and The Globe-Democrat, 
rejoiced in the victory of St. Louis 
University and predicted that an ap- 
peal to the Missouri Supreme Court 
would prove futile. 

Plaintiffs indicated that they would 
appeal Judge Aronson’s ruling. 





ference in his stand. “If there’s a 
matter of principle to be upheld, 
backed by the law and supported by 
my denomination, I see no reason why 
I should withdraw,” Mr. Abel com- 
mented. 


Hays, Kans. Schools 
(Continued from page 1) 


include a new convent, a new girls’ 
high school and a new church-and- 
school aggregate. They have now 
tapped public funds for this project, 
too, using exactly the same procedure 
as before. 


Hybrid Models 


The two Catholic schools are listed 
in the public school directory as Jef- 
ferson West and Jefferson East. But 
on the one is carved in stone the name 
“St. Joseph’s School” and on the 
other, “Immaculate Heart of Mary 
School.” A non-geographical system 
has been worked out for school place- 
ment. Catholic children are always 
assigned to one of the Catholic schools 
no matter where they live, whereas 
Protestant children are assigned to the 
nearest school. Instruction in Roman 
catechism is no problem since the 
church is in the same complex of 
buildings with the school. Indeed, the 
school itself is available for this pur- 
pose from 5:30 P.M. to 8:45 A.M. 
since the lease taken by the school 
board is only for the rest of the time. 
Symbols of Roman Catholicism 
abound in the schools with a ten-foot 
statue of the Virgin Mary dominating 
the scene. 

The situation in Hays has its coun- 
terpart in many other American com- 
munities. Its significance? Says Blan- 
shard: “It is a symbol of amiable 
Protestantism retreating in confusion 
before a few determined Roman Cath- 
olic citizens who, with the noblest of 
motives, want a dual school system 
established in America at public ex- 
pense in the European manner.” 


+ 


Party Platforms 
(Continued from page 1) 

No distinction of any kind is drawn 
between public and parochial schools. 

The Democratic platform pledges 
the closing of “loopholes in the tax 
laws by which certain privileged 
groups legally escape their fair share 
of taxation.” This could refer to the 
Christian Brothers, famous church 
distillers, who have for years evaded 
corporate profits taxes on their “un- 
related business income” under the 
claim that their organization was an 
integral part of the Roman Catholic 
Church. In addition to distilleries, 
church-operated bakeries, hotels, fruit 
packing establishments, sporting 
goods manufacturers and many others 
might be required to pay this par- 
ticular tax which they are now evad- 
ing under the church banner. 
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Demo Nominee’s Religion 
Stirs Churches Reaction 


Senator John F. Kennedy, the 
Democratic nominee for President, 
is the first member of the Roman 
Catholic Church to receive such a 
designation in more than thirty years. 
No Catholic has even been elected 
to this post. 

Many church conferences and con- 
ventions and many church leaders 
have reacted to the “religious issue” 
posed by these circumstances. The 
Southern Baptist Convention repre- 
senting the second largest Protes- 
tant body in the U. S. unanimously 
adopted a resolution which expressed 
strong fears about the election of a 
Roman Catholic. The resolution said 
in part: “When a public official is 
inescapably bound by the dogma and 
demands of his church, he cannot 
consistently separate himself from 
these. This is especially true when 
that church maintains a position in 
open conflict with our established and 
constituted American pattern of 
Ee 

Protestant on Kennedy Staff 


James W. Wine, associate general 
secretary for interpretation of the 
National Council of Churches, and 
third man in its echelon, has resigned 
to join the staff of Senator Kennedy. 
He has been engaged to handle the 
“religious issue,” dealing with all 
questions concerning it. 

The Methodist Church, largest 
single Protestant denomination, said 
nothing on the issue, one way or 
the other. The Southern Presbyterian 
Church defeated a resolution which 
would have put the body on record 
as opposed to a Roman Catholic as 
President. Its counterpart in the 
north, the United Presbyterian 
Church circulated a questionnaire 
among its clergy. More than one third 
of those replying agreed that ‘“‘a Prot- 
estant minister should not vote jor 
a Roman Catholic candidate under 
any circumstances.” 

The Council for Christian Social 
Action of the United Church of Christ 
resolved that adherence to an un- 
written law that no Roman Catholic 
should be President “would amount 
to a denial of fundamental American 
principles. . . .’ The group stressed, 
however, that citizens should be free 
to question Presidential candidates 
about all matters that might have 
bearing on their conduct in office, in- 
cluding their religion. 

Lutheran Reaction 

“Although beliefs and affiliations 
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should not automatically disqualify 
anyone,” said the Augustana Luth- 
eran Church at its annual synod, 
“they together with an estimate of 
pressures upon and responses of can- 
didates are among the crucial grounds 
of decision which voters ought to con- 
sider.” 

The Roman Catholic Church was 
described as “an international reli- 
gious, political organization whose re- 
ligious and political dogmas are in 
absolute conflict with our U.S. Con- 
stitution,” by the American Baptist 
Association meeting in Kansas City, 
Mo., June 24, 1960. 

The California Presbytery of the 
Bible Presbyterian Church protested 
the election of a Roman Catholic as 
President. 

More than 600 messengers to the 
annual conference of the General As- 
sociation of Regular Baptist Churches 
went on record as opposed to the 
election of a Roman Catholic Presi- 
dent on the ground that he “would 
be subjected to certain pressure from 
his church.” The Rabbinical Council 
of America, June 29, appealed to 
American voters to judge every candi- 


date in the national elections “by his 
platform, person and record rather 
than by his religious affiliation.” 


Other Groups 


The American Council of Churches 
pointed to Roman Catholic assertions 
that in any conflict between civil and 
ecclesiastical law the latter must pre- 
vail. On this basis the council op- 
posed a Roman Catholic as chief ex- 
ecutive. The So. Carolina Conference 
of the Southern Methodist Church 
(not to be confused with the Meth- 
odist Church) voted unanimous op- 
position to the election of a Catholic 
as President on the ground that the 
Catholic Church “has no line of sep- 
aration of church and state.” 


Dr. George L. Ford, the executive 
director of the National Association 
of Evangelicals, a group representing 
about 10 million Protestants, recently 
declared: “In the light of the official 
position of the Catholic Church .. . 
and the present situations abroad, no 
Catholic would be as free in the 
Presidency as Senator John F. Ken- 
nedy .. . claims he would be.” 
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Billy Graham on 
Religious Issue 


Either Senator Kennedy did or did 
not call evangelist Billy Graham in 
regard to the religious issue in the 
current political campaign. Grady 
Wilson, Graham’s associate, says he 
did; Pierre Salinger, Kennedy’s as- 
sistant, says he did not. The contro- 
versy which raged in the Charlotte 
Observer and other papers centered 
around statements by Mr. Wilson on 
a radio broadcast over a King’s 
Mountain, N. C., radio station. 


Mr. Salinger’s denial of Mr. Wil- 
son’s statement did not deny that 
Senator Kennedy had called Billy 
Graham. He did deny that the con- 
versation had been along the line Mr. 
Wilson described. The truth seems to 
have been that Senator Kennedy did 
call Mr. Graham and that he asked 
him to join a group of distinguished 
Protestant leaders in a statement to 
the effect that religion would not be 
discussed by them in connection with 
the Presidential campaign because it 
was not a proper issue. 


Apparently no Roman Catholic 
clergy were to be included as signers 
of the statement—only Protestant. 
Dr. Graham reportedly refused to be 
quoted in any such connection be- 
cause he did not wish to be involved 
in a political controversy. He also ex- 
pressed doubt that the religious is- 
sue could be so easily dismissed as 
irrelevant. 


In his only public comment on the 
incident Dr. Graham said that 
“whether we like it or not” religion 
cannot escape becoming “a major is- 
sue.” He reminded reporters of the 
1928 campaign when Alfred E. Smith 
ran unsuccessfully for President. He 
said that the religious issue will not 
be as vocal, but “it will go much 
deeper than in 1928.” Dr. Graham 
said he would discuss the matter no 
further except to point to his consis- 
tent opposition “to all forms of re- 
ligious bigotry and intolerance.” 


+ 





A ROMAN CATHOLIC 
FOR PRESIDENT? 


A sermon by Dr. Harold A. Bosley, 
printed by the First Methodist Church 
of Evanston, Illinois. Some available 
through POAU at 10c each or $3 per 
hundred, plus 50c postage. 


POA 1633 Mass. Ave., N.W. 


Washington 6, D.C. 








Church Fights 
Church Exemption 


In an action nationally significant 
the General Council of the Congrega- 
tional Christian Churches has ac- 
knowledged the duty of its local 
churches and other organizations to 
pay taxes on property which they own 
if “such properties are not used for 
religious, educational or welfare pro- 
grams.” The Congregational Chris- 
tian Church, a part of the new United 
Church of Christ now in process of 
formation, is the second major church 
body to approve a resolution of this 
kind. The first was the General As- 
sembly of the United Presbyterian 


Church U. S. A. which took a similar 


action two years ago. 

The resolution endorsed by the 
council not only dealt with the real 
estate tax but also pointed to the 
thorny problem presented by the 
church exemption on corporate profits 
tax for “unrelated business income.” 
The resolution stated that income- 
producing properties owned wholly 
or in part by churches “properly 
should be subject to real estate, in- 
come and any other tax normally 
levied upon such enterprises.” The 
resolution called upon local Con- 
gregational churches to study their 
interest and responsibilities in the 
question of tax exemption. 


+ 





Sweeping the Nation! 


1. Church-State DIGEST 


Entirely different 4-page reprint. As 
Al Smith said—‘Let’s look at the rec- 
OnGn % ms 

Lists church-state violations, actual 
statements by the hierarchy—a flood of 
facts, printed in large type. 

$2 per hundred, plus 25¢ postage 

$15 per thousand, plus shipping 

charges. 


2. Church-State NEWS 


Reprints as a 4-page tabloid news- 
paper important news and most- 
requested pictures from back issues of 
Church and State. 

Read by one million persons within 
two weeks of release. 

(Has blank for stamp and address 
for easy remailing.) 

$3 per hundred, plus 50c postage 

$20 per thousand, plus shipping 

charges 


Order Today From POAU 


1633 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 














According to the Arkansas Demo- 
crat, prisoners in the jail of Pulaski 
County, Little Rock, Ark. are occa- 
sionally assigned to work at churches. 
A recent issue shows county “short- 
termers” sodding the lawn of High- 
land Methodist Church at 13th and 
Cedar Sts. According to county of- 
ficials no payment is ever expected 
for such work. 

* * * 


The U.S. Supreme Court has been 
asked to vacate a court order forbid- 
ding Bible reading in public schools 
of Abington Township, Pa. Since a 
new statute has been passed to meet 
constitutional objections, state courts 
are asking for an opportunity to in- 
terpret it before the high court acts. 

x* * * 


A plan to solve the problem as to 
which version of the Bible should be 
read in public schools has been pro- 
posed by a Jesuit priest, Father 
Walter M. Abbott, an associate editor 
of America. He proposed a “national’’ 
translation containing only “certain 
passages.” 

* * * 

An Associated Press story tells how 
Harold Schelhas of Franklin Square, 
N.Y. wanted a ride in a submarine. 
He tried for years to arrange it but 
never got anywhere until a Roman 
Catholic priest wrote to the Navy. 
That brought action and Harold had 
his submarine ride in no time. 

* * * 

The city of Denver now provides 
free vaccines for parochial school chil- 
dren but requires the public schools 
to pay for the same service. The ac- 
tion was explained on the basis that 
public schools easily get tax money. 

= 

Roman Catholic action has forced 
abandonment of plans for a birth con- 
trol information center in the Fantus 
clinic in Chicago. Planned Parent- 
hood has protested as “reprehensible” 
abandonment of such service at a 
clinic where more than 18,000 were 
born in 1959. 

‘28 

Payments by parents for tuition in 
private or parochial schools are not 
deductible as contributions or gifts 
under the Internal Revenue Code, ac- 
cording to Treasury Dept. regula- 
tions: Section 23 (O)-1, p. 11. 


CHURCH AND STATE 


Nixon-Kennedy on Federal Aid 
Views Probed by National POAU 


The views of Senator John F. Ken- 
nedy and Vice-President Richard M. 
Nixon on Federal aid to schools have 
been the subject of study and in- 
quiry by POAU. Senator Kennedy 
had the distinction of being the only 
Catholic member of the Senate to 
vote against an amendment to the 
Federal aid bill in the 86th Congress 
which would have provided $75 mil- 
lion in partial loans and partial grants 
for parochial schools. The amend- 
ment was introduced by Senator 
Wayne Morse (D-Ore.) and voted on 
in February. It lost 49-37. 

As a member of the House, and a 
member of that body’s committee on 
Education and Labor, however, Ken- 
nedy sponsored legislation which in- 
cluded benefits for parochial schools. 
He did vote against the old Barden 
bill (H.R. 7160) in the Education 
Committee, a bill which provided 
Federal aid for public schools only. 


Sought Amendment 


Kennedy had sought to amend the 
Barden bill with a provision for Fed- 
eral aid to transportation to paro- 
chial schools. His amendment also 
provided that in a case where the 
state constitution prohibited distri- 
bution of public funds for such a sec- 
tarian program the Federal money 
for this program in that particular 
state would be impounded and used 
in other areas where the law was not 
so strict. This legislation would have 
operated in such a way as to break 
down existing state prohibitions on 
the use of public funds for parochial 
schools. 

Kennedy also introduced H.R. 5838 
in the 81st Congress, a bill which 
would have made some funds avail- 
able for parochial schools as well as 
for public schools. In section 201 the 
bill plainly provides that funds for 
auxiliary school services shall be 
available “for pupils in public and 
nonpublic schools.” 

Kennedy voted for the National 
Defense Education Act of 1958 which 
passed. The legislation called “gen- 
erally sound” by POAU has in its ac- 
tual administration made _ possible 
some sectarian benefits such as fel- 
lowships for religious studies. Ken- 
nedy’s most recent vote on Federal 
aid was cast this year in favor of 
$917,000,000 a year for two years to 
assist state boards of education in 
school construction and supplement- 
ing teachers’ salaries. 

As a part of his credo which ap- 
peared in Look, March 3, 1959, he 
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‘Captive’ Public School 


Teachers of the “public school” of Prairie du Rocher, lil. This is another outright “captive 


school” with teachers supplied by a religious order of the Roman Catholic Church, but 
paid from public funds. The school has parallel listings in the “Directory of the Illinois 
Schools,” 1959-60 ed., and in the “Official Catholic Directory” of 1960. The “Le Rocher,” 
1958 annual of the school, contains a dedication to “the beautiful hands of the priest. God 
rests between his pure fingers,” the students are advised. The du Rocher school is one of 


hundreds of “captive schools” in twenty states. 





said that he opposed “Federal funds 
for support of parochial or private 
schools” as unconstitutional. He 
added that such matters as bus trans- 
portation, lunches and other services 
should be regarded as welfare aid and 
not as aid to religion. 


Nixon’s Stand 


Vice-President Nixon, as a member 
of the House, served on the Educa- 
tion and Labor Committee with Mr. 
Kennedy. He also voted against the 
bill (S. 246) providing funds for pub- 
lic schoois only. Nixon was apparently 
opposed to any federal aid; Kennedy 
was opposed following the defeat of 
his amendment which would have 
granted some aid to parochial schools. 
The votes of these two representatives 
helped kill school aid in the 81st Con- 
gress. 

In his greeting to the 1955 White 
House Education Conference he urged 
“tapping the nation’s resources’ to 
provide public and private school 
teachers an adequate wage. 

Speaking at De Paul University, 
Greencastle, Ind., in 1957, Vice-Pres- 
ident Nixon endorsed a program of 
income tax credit for college tuition 
fees. The credit would be applicable 
for such fees in both public and pri- 
vate colleges. In his address at the 
Moscow exhibit in July, 1959, he 
said: “Under our constitution no 
church or religion can be supported 
by the state.” 

In July of this year Citizens for Ed- 
ucational Freedom, a Catholic prop- 


aganda group set up to agitate for 
public subsidies, wrote Vice-President 
Nixon indicating their opposition to 
Federal Aid to schools which did not 
include aid to Roman Catholic 
schools. Nixon replied: “There is al- 
ways a possibility that constitutional 
measures will be worked out to help 
such schools, since today they face in- 
creasing financial difficulties. But I 
would be reluctant at this moment to 
support any specific means pending a 
more careful study of the constitu- 
tional situation.” 

On Aug. 23 Glenn L. Archer, ex- 
ecutive director of POAU wrote the 
Vice-President as follows: “The First 
Amendment to the Federal Constitu- 
tion has been consistently inter- 
preted by our courts as denying tax 
funds for the support of church 
schools. Within the past decade prom- 
inent churchmen have advocated a 
re-interpretation which would permit 
distribution of public funds on an 
equitable basis to such institutions. 
What is your personal position on this 
issue?” 

Replying for Mr. Nixon, his press 
secretary Herbert G. Klein, said that 
the Republican candidate would not 
answer such a question because he 
“has stated that he intends not to dis- 
cuss religious questions during the 
current campaign.” The letter seemed 
to indicate that the Vice President 
felt he could use the word “religion” 
as a shield to protect himself from 
exposing his stand on aid to church 
schools. 





Cardinal Spellman Receives Highest 
Political Award From Gen. Franco 


At the very moment when the cler- 
ical-fascist government of Spain has 
stepped up its persecution and sup- 
pression of Protestant congregations, 
Francis Cardinal Spellman of New 
York has accepted from the Franco 
government its highest political deco- 
ration, the Grand Cross of the Order 
of Isabella the Catholic. This is the 
same decoration conferred by Franco 
in 1947 upon Eva Peron, wife of the 
Argentine dictator, Juan Peron. 

The Franco decoration was con- 
ferred upon Cardinal Spellman in 
June in Washington on behalf of Gen- 
eralissimo Franco by the Spanish em- 
bassador, José Maria de Areilza, in 
the presence of the Vatican Apostolic 
Delegate to the United States, Arch- 
bishop Egidio Vagnozzi, and Arch- 
bishop Patrick O’Boyle of Washing- 
ton. The ceremony took place at the 
Spanish Embassy on June 9th. 

Ambassador Areilza, in bringing 
“homage” to Cardinal Spellman from 
Franco, mentioned his visits to Amer- 
ican soldiers on Spanish soil and their 
defense of “the free world.” Cardinal 
Spellman, in reply, praised the Span- 
ish people for their resistance to ‘the 
greatest danger to the free world.” 
Presumably the cardinal referred to 
Communism. 

He made no reference to the fact 
that Franco’s (“free world’’) govern- 
ment, in league with the Vatican 
through an official Concordat of 1953, 
(1) suppresses the free distribution 
of Jewish and Protestant literature; 
(2) denies to all Jewish synagogues 
and Protestant congregations the right 
to build structures that look like syn- 
agogues or churches; (3) closes Prot- 
estant chapels without legal process 
and sentences pastors to prison if they 
venture to open their churches with- 
out a police permit. 
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Judge Smith Rebukes Knights— 
Calls Their Action “Repugnant” 


Judge Luther A. Smith, Sovereign 
Grand Commander of Scottish Rite 
Masons, Southern Jurisdiction, is as 
mild-mannered a person as one could 
meet. He is a southern gentleman. 
He is the soul of quiet civility, a man 
who likes little children, a man who 
has never been known to lift his voice 
in anger. 

But he can be pushed too far and 
finally he was. It all began when J. 
George Stewart, architect of the na- 
tion’s capitol, authorized Masonic 
ceremonies in the laying of the cor- 
nerstone of the east front extension 
of the capitol building last year. He 
thought he was doing the proper thing 
since previous cornerstone layings in 
1793 and 1851 had followed the same 
procedure. 

For some reason, the Knights of 
Columbus took the Masonic ceremo- 
nies as a personal insult and de- 
manded their cancellation. ‘“Condi- 
tions in our country today are quite 
different from the conditions that ex- 
isted in 1793 and 1851,” the power- 
conscious Supreme Knight Luke E. 
Hart wrote to Mr. Stewart. 


When Mr. Stewart went ahead with 
the traditional ceremonies the Knights 
of Columbus apparatus tried to get 
him fired from his job as capitol archi- 
tect. All this was taken in silence by 
the even-tempered Judge Smith. Then 
came a resolution by the Connecticut 
Knights of Columbus declaring that 
it was “repugnant” for the Masonic 
order to be invited to conduct corner- 
stone layings of public buildings and 
demanding that government officials 
desist from doing so. 

That did it. In a blast which shook 
the sedate temple on Sixteenth street 
to its august foundations, Judge Smith 
finally spoke his mind to the Knights. 
“What certainly will be repugnant to 
Americans,” he wrote, “is the pre- 
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sumptuousness of a single denomina- 
tional group, the Connecticut Knights 
of Columbus, in telling elected offi- 
cials .. . what they may and may not 
do, and officiously calling upon them 
to issue executive orders dictated by 
the Knights of Columbus. Last year 
this same group called upon the Pres- 
ident of the United States to dis- 
miss an official who had displeased 
them. ... 

“Tt may be that in Spain, or in 
some other parts of the world, a single 
religious denomination may make 
such preémptory demands upon gov- 
ernment officials and be heeded, but 
we hope that that hour has not yet 
arrived in the United States of Amer- 
ica.” 

A longsuffering man, an eventem- 
pered man, a man of peace—and yet, 
there are limits. 


+ 


POAU Locals Advised 


150 POAU chapters and commit- 
tees throughout the country have been 
warned by executive director Glenn 
L. Archer against engaging in parti- 
san political activity in the name of 
POAU. “As individuals you are of 
course free to work for the candidate 
of your choice,” Mr. Archer wrote, 
“and I hope you will do so. But 
POAU cannot be involved in such ac- 
tivities without serious jeopardy to 
our status. 

“Please be sure to issue no state- 
ments on the political situation over 
our name other than the general in- 
formation that has come from the na- 
tional office. Please circulate no lit- 
erature bearing our name other than 
that officially distributed from head- 
quarters.”’ 


+ 
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